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enterprise should suffer for want of a little energetic revision; for
his management is an example to London in point of artistic aim
and liberal spirit.

2$ June 1893

MR ALBERT BACH'S Loewe recital at Steinway Hall was rather a
propagandist demonstration than a concert. Just as the late
Walter Bache preached Liszt, so does Mr Bach preach Loewe.
I have every sympathy with him in his work; but this is just why
I submit that such a recital as that of Thursday last may do
Loewe harm as well as good. Mr Bach is a powerful German
basso cantante, with much more dramatic force than lyric charm,
and with a robust German conscience in the matter of intona-
tion. Loewe was a tenor singer, probably of exceptional com-
pass, as he often wrote with a wicked disregard for the normal
limits of the human voice.

In nearly all the ballads of his which are known to me there
are smooth lyric passages of intense expression (as in Archibald
Douglas), and stirring excursions into the high, clear, ringing
vocal regions where the least mixture of the earthy roughness of
the heavy bass is not to be tolerated. Some songs lie in this region
altogether, notably that charming ballad, Des Glockenthiirmers
Tochterlein, the notes of which should soar like those of a caril-
lon in a Flemi?h tower two hundred and fifty feet above die
plain. I agree with Mr Bach that this happiest of songs should be
made known to the benighted British public; but I ask him
whether he really achieved that end the other evening by trans-
posing it into a subterranean key and almost growling it at us.
The audience may have been previously unconscious of the ex-
istence of the ballad; but surely that state was more blessed than
their present one of believing it to be a dull, clumsy, unmanage-
able tune in the wrong place.

The fact is, Mr Bach, by undertaking the whole program him-
self, was placed in this dilemma, that he had either to make his
presentation to Loewe one-sided, or else to vary it by introduc-
ing songs not suited to his voice and style. It seems clear to me
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